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CA S T

Reb Khonen, a successfully retired pious merchant, age 80 .....................................  Naomi Newman

Malka, his wife, a traditional Jewish housewife .......................................................  Laura Sheppard

Rokhl-Leah, their maid ..........................................................................................  Anne Hallinan

Barukh aka Boris, their oldest son, a prosperous Warsaw merchant ........................  Dov Hassan

Helena, Boris’ wife, a sophisticated woman .............................................................  Bekka Fink

Andrzej aka Anshel, Barukh’s son, a college student in Bern ...................................  Dan Wolf

Justyna aka Yentele, Barukh’s daughter, a university student in Crakow ..................  Lena Sibony 

Yosef, Khonen and Malka’s younger son, a struggling small town trader ..................  Randy Solomon

Hanna, Yosef ’s wife, a traditional Jewish woman .....................................................  Leni Siegel

Chaim, Yosef and Hanna’s eldest, an artisan and a Democratic-Socialist .................  Kaya Mey

Ben-Zion, their middle son, an ex-Yeshiva student turned Zionist .......................... Wes Lieberman

Moishe, their youngest son, a Yiddishist .................................................................  Irwin Keller

Aunt Bertha, Malka and Khonen’s daughter, acts like a German woman.................  Karen Sellinger

Uncle Kahn, Bertha’s husband, a German Jew from Leipzig....................................  Bill Liebman 

Queen Esther of Poland..........................................................................................  Diana Bukowska

Time and Place: A country estate in Poland, 1905
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“...The play is filled with the bright, deep and beautiful 
nature of its young creator. Do you want to know the 
story? Nobody is in love with each other, no one kills 
anyone else, no one is involved in any intrigue... These 
deeply philosophical figures, elevated by such wonderful 
poetry, is written in the Jewish vernacular... Yes, this 
poem in vernacular is a true literature, true poetry. The 
Jews of this play are not the Jews of yesterday or the 
Jews of tomorrow, no, they are the Jews of the present, 
of today… Today’s Jew walks around shining with illu-
minating insights on our world, with sweet dreams and 
idealistic aspirations. Something is awakening, some-
thing new is being born, 
great and trembling... 
simmering and ripening...
from the souls of their 
prophetic forefathers, the 
soul of a new messiah.”

–Quote from Adler’s 
“Grand Teater vet Oyfge-
firt,” Di Vorhayt, Sept 19, 
1906, p3 (Yiddish transla-
tion of Russian review in 
Art of Theater).

S Y NOPSIS 

Act One unfolds in the dining room of a prosperous 
Jewish family in Poland in 1905. Reb Khonen and 
his wife Malka have gathered their scattered family 
members from the cities of Europe.  They reveal their 
imminent departure to end their last days in the Holy 
Land.  Righteous arguments and heated debates ensue 
as to what is the best life for them and the entire  Jew-
ish people. The grandparents, Reb Khonen and Malka, 
embody traditional religious values, while their children 
and grandchildren represent a spectrum of ideologies, 
including capitalism, Zionism, paganism, socialism, and 
cultural assimilation.

Act Two opens in Reb Khonen’s lush garden, where the 
family continues their discussions amidst the natural 
beauty of the Polish countryside. The granddaughter, 
Justyna, a college student--shares an ecstatic vision of 
encountering the mythical Queen Esterka of Poland.  
Her brother Andrzej, also a college student, seeks a 
purpose in life amidst the ideological battles between his 
sibling and cousins. Reb Khonen and Malka visit the 
cemetery to bid farewell to their ancestors, symbolizing 
the impending departure from their homeland.

Act Three takes place under the moonlight on a hilltop 
near the ruins of Queen Esterka’s castle. Each family 
member faces the ultimate decision of whether to stay 
in Poland or move to Zion. Reb Khonen bids farewell 
to his family, urging them to find their own paths while 
holding onto their shared heritage. The act concludes 
with a vision of a messianic future, as the family mem-
bers confront their past and contemplate their destinies 
in an uncertain world.


